WHEN HELPING HURTS

“Reconsidering Poverty” – Luke 10 sel (NET, NLT, ESV)

I. The Genesis of the Poor
But the serpent said to the woman, “God knows when you eat of it your eyes will be opened,
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil. So when the woman saw that the tree was to
be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her
husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that
they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.
Genesis 3:4-7 sel (ESV)

II. What does it mean to be Poor and Needy
God blesses those who are poor and realize their need for him, for the Kingdom of Heaven is
theirs. God blesses those who mourn, for they will be comforted. God blesses those who are
humble, for they will inherit the whole earth. God blesses those who hunger and thirst for justice,
for they will be satisfied. Matthew 5:3-6 sel (NLT)





Financially Poor – Deuteronomy 24:12-15 sel (NIV1984)
Emotionally Poor – Isaiah 61:1-3a (ESV)
Physically Poor
Relationally Poor

III. God’s Heart is for the Poor and Needy
There will always be some in the land who are poor. That is why I am commanding you to share
freely with the poor and with other Israelites in need. Deuteronomy 15:11 sel (NLT)
God and the Old Testament View






Liberate the Poor – Exodus 3:7-8 (ESV)
Rights of the Poor – Leviticus 25:35-38 (ESV)
God’s Favor to the Poor – Psalm 146:5-9 sel (ESV)
God Avenges the Poor – Ezekiel 16:49-50 (ESV)
God’s Call to care for the Poor and Needy

Jesus and the New Testament View
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim the good news to
the poor. “He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” Lk 4:18 -190




Story of the Future – Matthew 25:31-36 sel (MSG)
Story of Rich Man / Lazarus – Luke 16:19-25 (ESV)
The Story of the Good Samaritan – Luke 10:30-35 sel (NLT)

IV. Our Heart for the Poor and Needy
Speak up for the people who have no voice, for the rights of all the down-and-outers. Speak out
for justice! Stand up for the poor and destitute! Proverbs 31:8-9 (MSG)



We can Give them our Impartiality – James 2:1-9 sel (NKJV, ESV)
We can Give them our Compassion – 1 John 3:17-18 (NLT)





We can Give them Dignity – Proverbs 14:21 (NLT)
We can Give them our Help – Proverbs 21:13 (NLT)
We can Give our Generosity – James 1:27 (NET)

